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Eecommeitdations of {he Council of the Statistical Societx as 
regards the Census of 1861. 

A MiinjTB in the following form was adopted by the Council in 
April last, and a copy forwarded to the Home Office. 

" At a Meeting of the Council of the Statistical Society (founded 
1834), held at the Booms of the Society, 12, St. James's Square, on 
Thursday, the 12th April, 1860, Sie John P. Boilbau, Babt., F.E.S., 
Viee-Preszdent, in the Chair, The Council considered in detail the 
report of a Sub-Committee of its own body, to whom was referred, 
in December last, the subject of the approaching Census of 1861, 
and proceeding on the basis furnished by the labours of that Sub- 
Committee, adopted the following Mecommendations, with a view to 
their being submitted as early as practicable to the notice of the 
Secretary of State for the Home Department. 

" The Eecommendations of the Council are as follows, viz.: — 
" 1. It does not appear to the Council that it will be desirable 
to suggest to the Government any arrangements of detail differing 
from those which were observed generally with great success in the 
Census of 1851. 

" 2. They consider it to be desirable, on many grounds, that the 
Census of 1861 should be taken at the same time of the year as the 
last Census. 

" 3. In 1851 two collateral branches of inquir}'' were prosecuted 
by means of the Census machinery, but not under compulsory 
provisions of the Census Act. These collateral branches of inquiry 
related to — 

(1.) The provision existing for Eeligious "Worship, and the 

attendance thereon ; and 
(2.) To the means existing for Education, and the attendance 
at Schools and places of Instruction. 
The Council are strongly of opinion that both these collateral 
subjects should in 1861 be inquired into in a manner similar to 
that pursued in 1851. 

" 4. The Council recommend that a distinct inquiry should be 
inserted in each Census Schedule, asking the Eeligious Persuasion 
of the persons included in each Schedule, but leaving it optional 
with parties to answer the inquiry. 

" 5. It appears to the Council that the machinery of the next 
Census (i. e. of 1861) may be employed with great advantage in the 
collection for the first time of information throughout the country 
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as regards the Income of Gharitahle and Beneficent Societies and 
Institutions, such as exist in a variety of forms in nearly every 
parish and in connection with every place of worship. The Council 
would suggest for consideration the ba.sis of classification of Bene- 
ficent Institutions adopted by this Society in the inquiry attempted 
by it in 1855-6 as regards the Metropolis. The inquiry now 
suggested would be collateral to the Census, and would probably 
have to be confined chiefly to the Object and Income of the Charity 
or Fund in each case. 

" 6. It also appears to the Council, that in the Census of 1861 
an efibrt should be made to institute a Decennial Eeturn of certain 
kinds of Agricultural Statistics. They would suggest that such 
Eeturn should be confined to a statement of the quantity of land 
under different kinds of Crop in the preceding year (1860), and to 
a statement of the Number of Horses, Cattle, Sheep, and Pigs at 
the time of the Census. 

" 7. The Council recommend that as far as practicable the 
Census Schedules be framed with a view to collecting some par- 
ticulars of the Character, as well as the Number of the Dwellings 
of the population. 

" 8. In the return of the Ages of the Population in Great 
Britain, the Council would be glad to see a distinction of each 
age below five years, so as to admit of more accurate investigations 
of the important questions relating to the mortality of infants. 

" 9. Finally, the Council strongly recommend that the Censuses 
of Great Britain and Ireland should be taken at the same time — 
that they should include, as far as possible, the same heads and 
branches of inquiry — and that the results should be set forth as 
far as possible according to the same principles and details of 
arrangement." 
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